MOBILE PHONE / SAT NAV USAGE – Policy Statement
Company Name - is also aware of the following and complies to that which is written below.;
It’s illegal to hold a phone or sat nav while driving a vehicle or riding a motorcycle. You must have hands-free access, such as:
· a blue tooth headset
· voice command
· a dashboard holder or mat
· a windscreen-mount
· a built-in sat nav
The device must not block your view of the road and traffic ahead.
You must stay in full control of your vehicle at all times. The police can stop you if they think you’re not in control because you were distracted, and you can be prosecuted.
The law still applies to you if you’re:
· stopped at traffic lights
· queuing in traffic
· supervising a learner driver

When you can use a hand-held phone

You can use a hand-held phone if either of these apply:
· you’re safely parked
· you need to call 999 or 112 in an emergency and it’s unsafe or impractical to stop

Penalties

You can get 6 penalty points and a £200 fine if you use a hand-held phone when driving. You’ll also lose your licence if you passed your driving test in the last 2 years.
You can get 3 penalty points if you don’t have a full view of the road and traffic ahead or proper control of the vehicle.
You can also be taken to court where you can:
· be banned from driving or riding for up to 2 years
· get a maximum fine of up to £1,000 (£2,500 if you’re driving a lorry or bus)

The government is also considering increasing the penalty for causing death by dangerous or careless driving from 14 years to life imprisonment.

Hands-free phone use: the law

There are two things to remember here:
1. You cannot hold your phone when behind the wheel, even momentarily (this includes when supervising a learner driver).
2. To use your phone for communication you must have hands-free access.
Any hands-free devices should be fully set up before you drive, so you can take calls without handling the device.
In an August 2019 report, the Commons Transport Committee put forward their case for banning the use of hands-free kits. They suggested that using the technology carries the same risk of collision as a hand-held phone.
The government said there are no plans to introduce a ban.
The police still have the power to stop you if they believe you have been distracted by using a mobile phone while driving, even if it’s fully hands-free.
Some road safety groups believe mobile phones should be completely switched off while driving, to avoid any distractions. 

Using a phone as a sat-nav: the law

It is no excuse to say you’re simply following a map on your phone and that's why you've picked it up.
If you wish to use an app for directions you should fix the phone to the windscreen or dashboard, so it’s in clear view while driving (but not obstructing your view), without requiring you to hold or interact with it.
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